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April 15, 2026, MEDIA RELEASE...
Eastern Alberta Trade Corridor (EATC).... Local to Global Forum

Close to 100 municipal elected officials, MLAs, CAOs and Economic Development Officers representing
municipalities from across eastern rural Alberta gathered to promote regional economic development.

The Northeast Alberta Information HUB (Alberta HUB), Battle River Alliance Economic Development (BRAED)
and Palliser Economic Partnership (PEP) through the EATC initiative held the Local to Global forum April 8th-
10" in Vegreville.

This annual forum brings together key stakeholders through-out the eastern side of Alberta to plan and
promote a North/South economic corridor from the U.S. border to Northeastern Alberta. Through the Wild
Horse port of entry via highway 41 and 36 this becomes a major component of the Ports to Plains Corridor of
the United States, connecting Canada and Mexico. We were honored Lauren Gurdeno, President and CEO of
the Ports to Plains Alliance based in the U.S. presented this year. The Ports-to-Plains Alliance is a cross-border
coalition focused on improving transportation infrastructure and economic development across a large trade
corridor in North America.

“The work that the Alberta HUB and the Eastern Alberta Trade Corridor are doing for Alberta including opening
markets in agriculture and energy is vital to the future economies of this province. Connecting Alberta’s
Economic Corridors with future north-south interstates in the United States like IH 27 on the Ports-to-Plains
trade corridor will give Alberta access to major trade partners in the Midwestern United States all the way to
Texas and Mexico that share common commodities.” Lauren D. Gardufio President/CEO at Ports-to-Plains
Alliance

The Government of Alberta, through the Ministry of Transportation / Economic Corridors is formalizing corridor
development and we were delighted to have MLA Shane Getson, Parliamentary Secretary for Economic
Corridors, MLA Garth Rowswell and MLA Scott Cyr in attendance and speak to the value of the EATC.

“The Local to Global forum provided a excellent opportunity to connect and build relationships across Eastern
Alberta into the United States. With a wide variety of speaker and presenters from Canada and the United
States, attendees came away with a better understanding of trade routes and the incredible potential the
Eastern Alberta Trade Corridor offers the world. From manufactured goods, food and energy, we are just
starting to unlock the opportunities. The opportunities at CFB bases at Cold Lake, Wainwright, Suffield,
transportation challenges, and technology were all discussed at length during the forum.”

Gerald Aalbers, Chair, Northeast Alberta Information HUB (Alberta HUB) Mayor City of Lloydminster

www.easternalbertatradecorridor.com
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Inquires: Bob Bezpalko, Executive Director, Alberta HUB bobbezpalko@albertahub.com
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